


encouraged our abilities, tested our strengths and helped us to overconeaknesses.

Without them, we would not be here.
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to use a Lewis analog, have been oupitots. They have encourages us, supported us, and

loved us through thgood and the bad times of our lives.

As students of Lewisniversity, we are allmembersf a nurturing community that pulls
us together as one. Thapportsystems we have developed with one another have encouraged a
foundationof tolerance and understanding that has led to many positive interpersonal
relationshipgrom which we have drawn. Although established in the past, these relationships

are interwoven in to the present and will give us security in the future.

When Ibegan my learning experience here at Lewis, | thought that | was all alone in my
pursuit of higher educatiohwas unaware of the strong bonds that | would establish and how
they would lead me to achieve the level of success that | am enjoying herasalgyaduatel
am certain that many of you shared similar feelings but also found bonds of hope and

experiencechievement

Beyond faculty, family, and friends, another componentledalthyandnurturing
environment can be found in excarricula activities. Such opportunities allow students to
discover hidden talents and abilities., for me, it has been the debate tam, for others it has been
athletics, the theatre, honor societies, student government, cultural groups, departmental clubs,
and fiaternities, among the many opportunitidakingpart in theseactivitiesencouraged us,

challenged us, and transformed us.

In theunionwith all the other parts, the entire nurturing community is reflected in Lewis
University and the La Sa#ln educatn tradition as carried on not only by the Christian Brothers
but also by all the members of the Lewis University community. This is withessed by their
shared values, their sensitivity to student, their dedicatiedt@catiorand learning, and their

respnsiveness tthosein need. Because of thisdition, we have grown, tagher, aspartof



one body and we have also been fortueaigugh to receivbother nurturing and many rewards

that we would not haveeceivedat any otherinstitution, either publg or private.

Nurturingstimulates growth. This is &siein education st is in careers, child rearing,
marriageor friendships. Growth | have witnessed both in myself and inyrabmy fellow
graduates includes increased personal majumitye s#-awarenesgnhancedtability, a
heightenedkthicalandmoral perspective, an ability to thirdritically, and a genuine
responsiveness to the needs of others.

We have not all grown in all these ways, but because of a Lewis Education, we have all

grown. Lewis by providing us withstrong



Because of my exgriences here at Lewis, | amwonore assertivemore aware of
myself, and not afraid to try something new. | am sure that this also applies to all of my fellow
graduates in thahroughout my course work | hawoticed students becoming increasingly
more aware and more confident about themselves: aditudes and beliefs have matured and
changed. We understand others better and more compassiataisdyy a strengthecessary

in the years to follow this commencement.
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